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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [5.46 pm]: I want to say a couple of words about answers 
I have received in this place over the past couple of weeks, perhaps in light of some of the responses 
Hon Alison Xamon was referring to yesterday in her member’s statement. My concerns relate to some of the 
answers, or non-answers more particularly, that I have been receiving from the Minister for Education and 
Training. Members would know that for the past couple of weeks I have asked questions without notice of the 
minister on a number of occasions about the cuts that were announced on 13 December and which remained when 
decisions were made to reverse some of the cuts, I think on 13 January this year. I remind members that the 
minister’s press statement of 13 December states — 

Department of Education budget analysed line by line, program by program, to reduce duplication and 
determine where services could be provided more efficiently 

She then went on to refer to a number of programs that were to be cut. I appreciate that some of those cuts have 
now been reversed, but for the purposes of this statement I will refer to them. Six camp school sites were to close, 
Schools of the Air would close, Tuart College would be repurposed, program delivery at Canning College would 
change, funding for Landsdale Farm School would cease, residential accommodation in Moora and Northam 
would close, intake into the level 3 classroom teacher program would be put on hold, funding for gifted and talented 
programs would be reduced, and fees for vacation swimming lessons would increase. One would think, quite 
rightly, on reading that press release that they were the cuts amounting to an estimated $64 million in savings as 
the minister had outlined, yet we know that more cuts were part of that announcement but were never announced 
or included in that press statement. We know that because one or two days later we heard that Herdsman Lake 
Wildlife Centre was losing its funding. Was that in the press statement? No, it was not. I asked questions in this 
place last week about community kindergartens. The government is now going to cut their funding by changing 
the model. Was that in the press release? No, it was not. I have asked a series of questions to this minister—quite 
clear questions—dating back to 15 March. I asked whether she could confirm that other cuts to education were not 
included in the original press release; and, if yes, to list them. The response from the minister was — 

As stated in the media statement of 13 December 2017, the Department of Education will continue to review 
programs. Decisions relating to the department’s budget are occurring as part of the 2018–19 budget 
process and remain confidential until the release of the state budget on 10 May 2018. 

I accept that the minister’s press release stated that further savings will be made. Outrageous as that may be, she 
has indicated that. I am not asking about that, and it has been very clear from my questions. She knows it and 
I know it. I am referring to the cuts that were part of the announcement on 13 December. Even if we were to accept 
that the minister is referring to just future cuts, I have asked specifically about programs that now make up, 
according to the minister’s press statement on 13 January, savings worth approximately $41 million. Again, 
I appreciate that this is an estimate, but the minister and the government clearly have a list of programs and services 
that will be cut or whose funding will cease that amount to around $41 million. The government knows what they 
are and has repeatedly refused to provide that information to this house. In my view, that is completely 
unacceptable. 

I accept that the minister has told us that future budget cuts will be made and all will be announced in the budget. 
That is not what I have been asking. I even asked the minister a direct question. I asked her whether she could 
guarantee to this house that all the remaining cuts had been made public. I still did not even get a yes or no answer 
to that. I do not think that I am asking difficult questions. Yet the minister, in my view, is evading the question, 
not answering the question, and deliberately not wanting to provide me with the information. 

Today, I thought I would get even more specific to help the minister. I asked whether the minister would provide 
a table of all the savings measures identified by the Department of Education and approved by the minister on or 
before 13 December 2017 and formed part of the minister’s 13 December announcement. She answered — 

I am unable to provide an answer today. However, I undertake to provide an answer to this question the 
next sitting week. 

This has taken two weeks and I still cannot get an answer! The simple fact is that the minister knows those areas 
that have been cut. I am not referring to further internal savings that keep on being referred to in the answers that 
have been provided to me. I am referring to those cuts that are part of the original announcement. The minister 
cannot even tell me, when I refer to the remaining cuts, whether they include Moora Residential College and the 
camp school sites. Those cuts still remain; she cannot even provide me with that information. In my view, it is 
completely unacceptable that this minister can continue to provide me with this response—or should I say lack of 
or no response—to quite clear questions. The minister has said today that she will provide me with an answer next 
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week. I absolutely expect that come the end of question time on the Tuesday we next meet, the minister will 
provide me with a full list. I have to tell the minister that I know some of the cuts that have not been announced. 
I know what they are and she has never announced or referred to them. We would not even have known about the 
community kindergartens if the question had not been asked in this place. I was very pleased to see an article in 
The Sunday Times. That would never have been announced. The Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre has never been 
announced in any press statement, yet we all know that it will lose $165 000 at the end of the year and will 
inevitably close. That is what will happen. That was never announced. 

The PRESIDENT: I wish everyone a very happy and safe Easter break. 

House adjourned at 5.53 pm 
__________ 
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